
RULES

OF THE

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
(HRC RULES)
(Created for Special Use on a One-Year Experimental Basis 

for AMUNC 2011—See GAR Rule 3, Paragraph 2)

HRC Rule 1: Statements by the Secretary General
The Secretary General or a member of the Secretariat may make oral or written statements to the Human Rights Council.

HRC Rule 2: Power of the Presiding Officer of the Human Rights Council 
A. In addition to those functions and powers listed elsewhere in these Rules, the Presiding Officer of the Human Rights Council shall:

1. declare the opening and closing of each session of the HRC;

2. ensure the observance of the AMUN Rules of Procedure;

3. accord the right to speak;

4. put all appropriate questions to a vote; and

5. announce decisions arrived at by the Council.

B. The Presiding Officer shall have complete control of the meetings of the Council and shall maintain order.

C. The Presiding Officer may obtain approval of a motion by a formal vote or by statements that permit approval without a formal vote, for example, “hearing no objections’ or “with the consent of the Council.”
D. The Presiding Officer may, in the exercise of the duties conferred by these rules, propose the following motions:

1. Limitation of the time to be allotted to speakers;

2. Limitation of the number of times that each representative may speak on any question (two times suggested);

3. Suspension or adjournment of the meeting;

4. Calling an emergency session of the Council.

HRC Rule 3: Freedom of Debate among the Representatives of Sovereign States

A. In order to ensure that the representatives of all sovereign states represented on the Human Rights Council enjoy fully the right to speak, the Presiding Officer shall rule “out of order” all attempts to deprive any representative of the right to speak on any substantive resolution.

B. The Presiding Officer of the Human Rights Council shall not entertain the following motions:

1) To bring about closure of the speakers’ list until each representative desiring to speak shall have had an opportunity to so;

2) To bring about the closure of the agenda item or Resolution under consideration until all those representatives desiring to speak have been granted the opportunity to do so;

3) To postpone or adjourn debate on a substantive item under discussion until the speakers’ list on each such item shall have been completed;

4) To terminate substantive debate by moving either suspension or adjournment of the meeting for any purpose except to caucus (a motion to caucus can be entertained when a main speaker’s list exists as per HRC Rule 22);

5) To move “the previous question” before the speakers’ list has been exhausted.

a) Otherwise, to move “the previous question” shall be in order in all instances in which the effect would not be to cut off substantive debate.

b) Assuming such a motion is in order, a representative shall be allowed to make a short comment before the motion on “the previous question” is put to a vote.  This motion requires a second and a procedural majority of at least two-thirds in favor.

HRC Rule 4: Respect for the Rights of Speakers

After speakers are recognized by the Presiding Officer, they may not be interrupted by any other representative.

HRC Rule 5: Challenges to Rulings by the Presiding Officer

In order to challenge a ruling by the Presiding Officer successfully, a two-thirds majority of those representatives present and voting is required. This motion requires a second, in not debatable, and shall be put immediately to a vote. “Dilatory actions” are not subject to a challenge—see GAR Rule 1a and b.

HRC Rule 6: Quorum

A. One-third of the members of the Human Rights Council shall constitute a quorum for purposes of discussion, but the presence of an absolute majority of the members is required for a substantive motion or resolution to be put to a vote.

B. The existence of a quorum shall be determined on the basis of the roll-call conducted by the Legal Secretary at the beginning of each session.

HRC Rule 7: Consideration of Draft Resolutions
A.  In contrast to other AMUN organs, the HRC will not consider resolutions submitted in advance of the conference. It will, instead, write resolutions on-site (delegates may nevertheless wish to draft an appropriate resolution as a way of preparing).

B.  In contrast to other AMUN organs, the HRC will consider resolutions only in topic areas specified in advance by the Secretariat.  For AMUNC 2011, those two topic areas are
· Rights of indigenous peoples

· Human rights, political rights, and democracy (especially relevant for those interested in recent and ongoing events in the Middle East and North Africa). 

C.  Draft resolutions are not eligible for formal consideration until they receive the support and sponsorship of at least twenty-five percent of the total delegations participating in the Human Rights Council.

HRC Rule 8: Structure of Debate

A.   After the presiding Office has called the Human Rights Council into session, the Council will begin substantive discussion and debate of Topic 1:  Rights of indigenous peoples.

B.  As part of this discussion and debate, delegates will be recognized for four minutes for the purpose of presenting their position statements, as well as points of inquiry to other delegates and points of information to the Chair of the HRC.

C.  The Presiding Officer is free to entertain motions to caucus at any time subject to HRC Rule 22b, including movement from one topic to another.

D.  After a draft resolution receives the requisite sponsorship, and after paper or electronic copies are made available to the delegates, the Presiding Officer of the Human Rights Council will announce that the draft resolution has become available for discussion.

E.  Subsequently, the Human Rights Council shall enter into substantive debate on the Resolution.  After the sponsoring member-state representative(s) introduces the Resolution, the Presiding Officer shall open the speaker’s list.  The speaker’s list shall remain open and delegates can be added to it until it has been closed, officially.

F.  The time-limit for sponsoring speeches shall be six (6) minutes.

G.  The time-limit for speeches by representatives other than the sponsor(s) shall be four (4) minutes.  The original sponsor may not be included on the speaker’s list, but shall be automatically recognized by the Presiding Officer for concluding remarks, not to exceed three (3) minutes, at the end of the speaker’s list.

H.  After substantive debate on the Resolution, amendments may be introduced, debated, and voted on in accordance with the provisions of HRC Rule 11.

I.  After all amendments have been debated and voted upon, the Resolution as a whole shall be put to a vote.

J.  On a procedural motion, it is permitted to alternate between Topics 1 and 2 at any time.
HRC Rule 9: Speeches and Yields

A. No representative may address the Human Rights Council without having been recognized by the Presiding Officer.

B. Once the speakers’ list for discussion of a substantive Resolution has been established, the Presiding Officer shall call on speakers in alphabetical order in English, in reverse alphabetical order with reference to the next speakers’ list, and so on in alternate fashion.  The speaker’s list shall remain open and delegates can be added to it until it has been closed, officially.
C. The Presiding Officer shall call a speaker to order for remarks that are not relevant to the subject under discussion or if the representative has exceeded the time limit.

D. A representative may yield a portion of the allotted speaking time to another representative.  Such yielded time must be used immediately.

E. A representative may not request that the name of any speaker be placed at the end of the speakers’ list.

HRC Rule 10: Sponsorship and Withdrawal of Resolutions

A. A resolution may be withdrawn by its sponsor(s) at any time before voting has commenced, provided that it has not been amended. A motion or Resolution which has been withdrawn may not later be reintroduced by its sponsor(s) or by any other member of member-state representative.

B. The original sponsor of a resolution may accept other HRC member states as co-sponsors.  All co-sponsors must agree on whether a motion or Resolution is to be withdrawn or if “friendly” amendments are acceptable.

HRC Rule 11: Amendments

A. A motion is considered an amendment if it adds to, deletes from, or otherwise revises part of either a substantive or procedural proposal.

B. Normally, amendments must be submitted to the Presiding Officer in writing, but the Presiding Officer shall have the authority to entertain brief amendments without a written copy.

C. At the conclusion of substantive debate on a Resolution, the Presiding Officer shall call for amendments, and the Council shall act on the amendments in the order in which the Presiding Officer has received them.

D. The Presiding Officer shall recognize the sponsor, two other speakers in support of the amendment and three speakers against. The time-limit for each speaker except the sponsor shall be two (2) minutes.  The sponsor(s) may speak for a total of three (3) minutes. The amendment shall then be put to a vote.

E. After the sponsor(s) of an amendment has introduced the proposal, a representative may move “the previous question” in order to proceed immediately to a vote, notwithstanding the speakers’ list established under paragraph d, immediately above.
F. An amendment that is acceptable to the sponsor(s) of a resolution, described as a “friendly” amendment, does not require a vote and is automatically incorporated into the Resolution.  Amendments not acceptable to the sponsor(s), described as “unfriendly” amendments, must be voted upon.  After an “unfriendly” amendment passes, all subsequent amendments, even if acceptable to the sponsor(s), require votes.

G. In contrast to other AMUN organs, both “preambular” and “operative” clauses may be amended.  
H. After all proposed amendments have been acted upon, the resolution as a whole shall be put to a vote.

HRC Rule 12: Voting

A. Before voting commences, the Presiding Officer shall state the proposal to be voted on, and may explain the consequences of a “yes” or “no” vote.

B. Voting shall be by a show of placards, except that the final votes on all substantive resolutions shall be by roll-call. Otherwise, there shall be no roll-call votes. Roll-calls shall be conducted in alphabetical order in English, using the common or popular designations for each member-state.

C. Representatives may vote “yes,” “no,” “pass,” or “abstain.”  Absence shall constitute a “pass.” A second “pass” shall constitute an abstention.

D. Representatives may ask to explain their votes by declaring: “Abstention, with explanation.” Sponsors of resolutions or motions may not ask to explain their votes. Explanations shall be heard only after a roll-call vote and before the Presiding Officer announces the results.

E. Each explanation of a vote shall be limited to thirty (30) seconds.

F. The Presiding Officer shall invite representatives to change their votes after the explanations and prior to the announcement of the results.

G. “Simple” and “two-thirds” majority refers to the fraction of members casting a “yes” or “no” vote.  Abstentions or “passes” do not count in computing the total on which a “simple” or “two-thirds” majority is based.  Tie votes shall constitute rejection of the proposal.

H. No representative shall interrupt the voting except on a “point of order” concerning the conduct of the voting. The pages shall not to convey messages during voting.

HRC Rule 13: “Division of the Question” on Substantive Proposals

A. A representative may move that the operative clauses of a resolution be voted upon separately, and the representative shall specify the nature of the “division” proposed. If there is objection to “division,” the member objecting may make a brief comment before the motion “to divide the question” is put to a vote. A simple majority vote shall be sufficient to adopt a motion to “divide the question.”
B. Those parts of the Resolution or substantive amendment that are approved shall be put to a vote as a whole.

C. Rejection of all of the operative clauses of a resolution shall result in the defeat of the Resolution and amendments.

D. Only one motion for division may be considered at a time.

HRC Rule 14: Reconsideration of Resolutions

A. Reconsideration of a resolution that has been rejected by the Council may take place only with support from a majority of the delegations participating on the Human Rights Council.  
B. A motion to reconsider is a procedural motion, not a substantive motion.

C. The Presiding Officer shall accord the right to speak on a motion to reconsider to one speaker in favor and one against. The motion shall then be put to a vote.

D. Only one motion to reconsider a particular Resolution shall be entertained by the Presiding Officer.

HRC Rule 15: Points of Order

A. A representative who believes that the Council proceeding contrary to the AMUN Rules of Procedure may rise to a “point of order,” which the Presiding Officer shall rule upon immediately.

B. A representative, in order to be recognized by the Presiding Officer on a point of order, must cite the AMUN Rule involved by number and by essential content. The representative’s opinion concerning the rules is not the decisive factor but rather whether the point is clearly covered in the AMUN Rules.

HRC Rule 16: Points of Information or Clarification

A. A representative may ask the Presiding Officer to clarify a procedure or rule or to state or restate the question currently before the Council.  
B. The Presiding Officer’s reply is not debatable.

HRC Rule 17: Questions Posed by a Representative to another Representative

A. Addressing the Presiding Officer, a representative may inquire as to whether or not another representative would be willing to “yield to a question.” If that representative responds in the affirmative, then the questioner shall direct his or her question directly to the Presiding Officer. The response shall also be directed to the Presiding Officer.

B. A representative may not address another representative directly, nor may the respondent’s answer call forth further comment on the part of the questioner.

C. A representative may not direct more than two (2) consecutive questions to the same representative.

HRC Rule 18: Points of Personal Privilege

A representative may make a request directly to the Presiding Officer relating to the comfort of the members of the Council (for example; difficulty in hearing). The Presiding Officer shall rule immediately on the point, which is not debatable.

HRC Rule 19: “Dilatory” Behavior

The Presiding Officer shall enforce GAR Rule 1 a and b concerning “dilatory” actions by a representative.

HRC Rule 20: “Right of Reply”
A. A representative may request that the Presiding Officer grant a “right of reply” if the representative believes that another representative has impugned (attacked) his or her national or personal dignity or integrity.

B. Criticism of a state’s policy does not entitle a representative to a “right of reply.”
C. The granting of a “right of reply” is at the sole discretion of the Presiding Officer and may not be debated nor appealed.

D. There shall be no “right of reply” to a “right of reply.”
HRC Rule 21: Security Council Priority

A. The Secretariat shall designate 1-2 questions that have Security Council priority.  Resolutions affected by this designation shall be placed at the beginning of the Security Council agenda by the Secretariat.  

B. The Human Rights Council may discuss, but shall not vote upon, any substantive matter concerning those resolutions that have been designated with Security Council priority until the Security Council has taken action on the issue(s).

C. The President of the Security Council shall ensure that the Presiding Officer of the Human Rights Council is aware of the topics that are covered by this Rule.

HRC Rule 22: Suspension or Adjournment of the Meeting

A. A motion for suspension or adjournment of the meeting takes precedence over all other motions. Such a motion shall be voted upon immediately without debate.

B. “Suspension” refers to a discontinuation of the meeting until the time specified in the motion, usually for the purpose of caucusing by the representatives or to allow for the customary intervals between sessions of the Council.

C. A motion for a caucus requires a simple majority vote unless the motion occurs while a main speaker’s list exists, in which case a two-thirds majority of those voting “yes” or “no” is required.

D. The Presiding Officer may declare a brief recess at his or her discretion.

HRC Rule 23: Official Observer Status

Official Observers shall have the same rights and privileges before the Human Rights Council, and shall be subject to the same limitations, as those specified for other AMUN organs in GAR Rule 9.

HRC Rule 24: Reporting to the General Assembly by the Rapporteurs

The Rapporteur of for the Human Rights Council shall report the Resolutions adopted by the Council to the final Plenary Session of the General Assembly.
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