
Arrowhead Model United Nations Association (AMUN)
RULES OF PROCEDURE PREFACE
The AMUN Rules of Procedure should be thoroughly mastered by each representative. These rules are a simplified blend of those applied by the "real" United Nations, certain conventional rules of parliamentary procedure, and special rules devised to promote the efficiency and to serve the convenience and the unique circumstances of an intercollegiate model United Nations.

It should be recognized, however, that the rules used by the several United Nations organs in New York derive from the traditions of diplomacy and the usages of international conferences, meaning that "real" United Nations practices do not closely resemble parliamentary procedures such as those found in Robert's Rules of Order. Robert's Rules encourage, protect, and respect the interplay of diverse ideas and opinions, while United Nations rules stress the legal equality and dignity of sovereign states in accordance with one of the Purposes of the United Nations stated in Article 2(I) of the Charter: "The Organization is based on the principle of the sovereign equality of all its Members." Consequently, most motions in the "real" United Nations do not require a second; no distinction is made between main motions and subsidiary motions; and no amendments to amendments are permitted. In some instances, the AMUN Rules of Procedure differ somewhat from such "real" UN practices.

When procedural questions involve substantive issues, the "real" United Nations deals directly with such matters. But on the whole, UN rules tend to discourage procedural controversy. The limits on procedural debate are precisely fixed, and many points of order are not debatable. As a result, in the "real" United Nations, the authority of the presiding officer is strengthened.

Students accustomed to those parliamentary procedures that customarily govern meetings of groups to which he or she belongs, such as university committees or clubs, might conclude that United Nations rules are "arbitrary" or that they grant excessive authority to the presiding officer. Before criticizing the United Nations or the Model United Nations on this score, however, a student representative should remember that the UN has consciously de-emphasized procedure in order to focus effort and attention on the substantive issues under consideration. Therefore, the AMUN Rules of Procedure have been designed to promote full substantive debate, to protect the right of the representatives of sovereign states to be heard on each substantive matter, and to minimize procedural haggling and dilatory actions by representatives.

By stressing substantive issues in the AMUN Rules, the Model UN is in full compliance with the "real" UN.  Who would seriously argue that complex procedure or prolonged procedural haggling, especially in a brief Model United Nations, is more important than confronting urgent international issues?
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