
RULES

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(G RULES)
G Rule 1: Appointment of the President

A. The President of the General Assembly shall be appointed by the Secretariat and shall preside over all meetings of the General Assembly, or appoint a substitute.

B. The President shall serve without the right to vote.

G Rule 2: The Charter of the United Nations

In the absence of a specific AMUN Rule, the General Assembly shall be guided by the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.

G Rule 3: Opening Policy Statements

A. Following the moment of silence the President shall call upon the member-state representatives to deliver opening policy statements to the General Assembly in English or English translation.

B. Representatives shall be called in English alphabetical order by their popular designations in English.

C. Opening policy statements shall not exceed three (3) minutes in length.

G Rule 4: Quorum

An absolute majority of the members of AMUN shall constitute a quorum, as determined by the roll-call conducted by the Legal Secretary at the beginning of each session.

G Rule 5: Statements by the Secretariat

The Secretary-General or a member of the Secretariat may make oral or written statements to the General Assembly.

G Rule 6: Powers of the President

A. In addition to the functions listed elsewhere in these Rules, the President shall declare the opening and closing of the each meeting, ensure the observance of these Rules, accord the right to speak, put all questions to a vote, and announce decisions.

B. The President shall have complete control of the proceedings of the General Assembly and shall maintain order.

C. The President may obtain approval for a procedural proposal or motion without a formal vote by declaring, for example: "hearing no objections," or "with the consent of the General Assembly."

D. The President may, in the exercise of the above duties, propose the following motions:

1. Limitation of the time to be allotted to speakers;

2. Limitation of the number of times each representative may speak on any question (two times suggested);

3. Suspension or adjournment of the meeting;

4. Calling of an emergency session in accordance with G Rule 23.

E. A representative may challenge the decision of the President.  A two-thirds majority of those member states present and voting is required to overrule the President.  A motion to challenge the President requires a second, is not debatable, and shall be put to an immediate vote.

F. If the President should rule that such a challenge is a "dilatory" motion, GAR Rule 1 b would apply.

G Rule 7: Structure of Debate for the Final Plenary Session of the General Assembly

A. Report of the Security Council

B. Reports of the Main Committees

C. Substantive Debate

The General Assembly shall enter into substantive debate on the Main Committee reports according to Rules G9, G 10, G 11 and G 12.

G Rule 8: Consideration of the Report of the Security Council

A. The first order of business in the final Plenary Session of the General Assembly shall be consideration of the Report of the Security Council.

B. This Report is not subject to debate or vote, unless a Resolution adopted by the Security Council  should require  substantive  action by  the  General  Assembly,  such  as  a recommendation by the Security Council that a state be admitted to membership in the United Nations.

C. The Reports of the Main Committee Reports shall then proceed in the following order:

1. Political and Security Committee

2. Economic and Financial Committee

3. Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee

4. Environmental Committee

G Rule 9: Consideration of Reports of the Main Committees

A. The rapporteurs of the Main Committees shall report to the final Plenary Session those actions taken by their respective Main Committees.

B. The General Assembly may then vote:

1. Accept the Report;

2. Take Note of the Report; or

3. Reject the Report.

C. "Acceptance of the Report" constitutes adoption of all Resolutions recommended by a Main Committee.

D. "Taking Note of the Report" constitutes neither acceptance nor rejection but merely enters the Report into the official record.

E. "Rejection of the Report" signifies disapproval of all of the Resolutions recommended by a Main Committee.

F. Following each Report, the General Assembly shall first consider "Important Questions," as provided in G Rule 10, before acting on the Reports in terms of one of the three options listed in G Rule 9b.

G. A simple majority vote shall be required for action on the Reports, except for "Important Questions" as defined in G Rule 10.

G Rule 10: "Important Questions"

A. Resolutions on "Important Questions" shall be extracted from the Reports and voted on separately following debate.

B. Debate on "Important Questions" shall be limited to the original sponsor of the Resolution, one additional speaker in favor, and two speakers against.

C. Adoption of "Important questions" shall require a two-thirds majority vote.

D. “Important questions" shall include:

1. recommendations with respect to the maintenance of international peace and security;

2. budgetary assessments and issues.

E. The Secretary-General shall decide which additional matters constitute “Important Questions."

F. If a representative should challenge a decision of the Secretary-General regarding “Important Questions," a two-thirds majority would be required to overrule the decision.

G. A motion to challenge the Secretary-General is not debatable and shall be put to an immediate vote.

G Rule 11: Division of Main Committee Reports

A. Notwithstanding the provisions of G Rule 9, the General Assembly may vote to "divide" a Main Committee Report.

B. A motion for "division of the Report" must specify the Resolutions to be voted on separately.

C. The President shall recognize the sponsor of the motion to "divide the Report," one additional speaker in favor, and two speakers against. A motion for "division" requires a simple majority vote for adoption.

D. If the motion for "division" is approved, the General Assembly shall debate and vote on each separated Resolution.

E. The President shall recognize the original sponsor of a separated Resolution, one other speaker in favor and two against.

F. After the separated Resolutions in a particular Report have been acted upon, the remaining Resolutions in this packet shall be voted upon in accordance with the provisions of G Rule 9b.

G Rule 12: Simple Majority

Decisions of the General Assembly on matters other than "Important Questions" under G Rule 10 shall be made by a simple majority vote.

G Rule 13: Amendments

Amendments to those Resolutions adopted by the Main Committees shall not be permitted in the final Plenary Session of the General Assembly.

G Rule 14: Speeches and Yields

A. A representative may address the General Assembly only upon recognition by the President.

B. The President shall announce the list of speakers open and declare the list closed.

C. The President shall call upon speakers in alphabetical order in English.

D. The President shall call a speaker to order for remarks that are not relevant to the subject under discussion, or if the representative has exceeded the allotted time.

E. A representative may yield a portion of the allotted time to a representative of another member-state. This yielded time must be used immediately.

F. A representative may not request that the name of any speaker be placed at the end of the speakers' list.

G Rule 15: Voting

A. Before voting begins, the President shall state the proposal to be voted on and may explain the consequences of a "yes" or "no" vote.

B. Voting shall be by a show of member-state placards, and roll-call votes shall not be permitted in connection with either substantive or procedural motions.

C. The term "simple majority" refers to a minimum of fifty percent (50%) plus one of those representatives present and voting "yes" and "no."

D. The term "two-thirds majority" refers to a minimum of sixty-six percent (66%) plus one of those representatives present and voting "yes" and "no."

E. The term "absolute majority" refers to a minimum of fifty percent (50%) plus one of the total membership of the AMUN General Assembly.

F. A tie vote shall constitute rejection of the proposal.

G. No representative may interrupt the voting except on a point of order concerning the conduct of the voting.

H. The pages shall not convey messages during voting.

G Rule 16: Reconsideration of Proposals

Reconsideration of proposals shall not be permitted in the final Plenary Session of the General Assembly.

G Rule 17: Points of Parliamentary Procedure

A. Point of Order
1. A representative who believes that the General Assembly is proceeding contrary to the Rules may rise to a "point of order," which the President shall rule upon immediately.

2. A representative rising to a "point of order" shall cite the number of the General Assembly (G) or General Administrative (GAR) Rule involved and explain the basic content of the Rule.

B. Point of Clarification or Information
1. A representative may request that the President clarify procedure or restate the question before the General Assembly.

2. The President's reply is not debatable.

C. Dilatory Behavior
The President shall enforce GAR Rule 1 a and b concerning "dilatory" actions by a representative.

D. The Previous Question
1. A representative may move the "previous question" on any matter except when the effect would be to deprive representatives on the speakers' list of their right to speak on substantive motions.

2. A representative moving "the previous question" will be allowed to make a comment not to exceed one minute before the motion is put to a vote. This motion requires a second, and a two-thirds majority for adoption.

3. If the motion succeeds, the Resolution shall be put to an immediate vote as a whole, as it stands at that time.

E. Interruption of Speakers
No representative may interrupt a speaker, except on a point of order pertaining to a representative's right to speak.

G Rule 18: Questions Posed by a Representative to another Representative

A. Addressing the President, a representative may inquire as to whether or not another representative would be willing to "yield to a question." If that representative responds in the affirmative, then the questioner shall pose the question directly to the President. The response shall also be directed to the President.

B. A representative may not address another representative directly, nor may the respondent's answer call forth further comment on the part of the questioner.

C. A representative may not direct more than two (2) consecutive questions to the same representative.

G Rule 19: Right of Reply

A. The President shall grant a "right of reply" requested by a representative only if another representative has made provocative comment castigating the national or personal dignity of that representative or of his or her member-state.

B. Criticism of a state's policy does not entitle a representative to a "right of reply."

C. The granting of a "right of reply" is at the sole discretion of the President and may not be debated nor appealed.

G Rule 20: Security Council Priority

The General Assembly may discuss but shall not vote on any substantive matter concerning the maintenance of international peace and security which is on the official agenda of the Security Council until the Council shall have taken action on the issue.

G Rule 21: Suspension and Adjournment of the Meeting

A. A motion to suspend or adjourn a meeting takes precedence over all other motions. It shall be voted upon immediately without debate.

B. "Suspension" refers to a recess of the meeting for a specified time, usually for the purpose of caucusing.

C. "Adjournment" refers to the termination of the meeting until the time of the next scheduled session, usually the hour specified in the official AMUN schedule of events. In addition, adopting a motion to adjourn may signify the end of the final session of the General Assembly.

G Rule 22: Official Observer Status

"Official Observers" shall have the right to speak on both procedural and substantive matters, but not to introduce resolutions or amendments, or to participate in the voting.

G Rule 23: Emergency Sessions

"Emergency sessions" may be called by the Secretary-General or by a member-state with the concurrence of an absolute majority of the member-states of the AMUN General Assembly.

Page 1 of 8

